Proceeding of Environmental Public Hearing organized by HP State Pollution Control Board
Una according to the provistons of EIA Notification No: S.0. 1533 (E) Dated: 14/09/2006 on
the proposal submitted by Sh. Ishar Singh, Prop. M/s Maa Pitambra Stone Crusher, VPO
Palakwah, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) for extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 96,400
TPA from Khasra Nos. 382/5 falling in Mauza/Mohal Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)
over an area measuring 04-70-61 Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope), on 25/02/2026 at 11:30
AM at near adjoining Open Ground Gram Panchayat Palkwah, Tehsil Haroli Distt. Una (HP)

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. Ishar Singh, Prop. M/s Maa Pitambra Stone
Crusher, VPO Palakwah, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) for extraction of sand, stone and bajri @ 96,400
TPA from Khasra Nos. 382/5 falling in Mauza/Mohal Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP) over an area
measuring 04-70-61 Hectares (Private Land, Hill Slope), on 25/02/2026 at 11:30 AM at near adjoining Open
Ground Gram Panchayat Palkwah, Tehsil Haroli Distt. Una (HP). This public Hearing was organized by HP
State Pollution Control Board under the Chairmanship of Additional Deputy Commissioner Una cum
Chairman of Environmental Public Hearing, according to prescribed process of public Hearing.

In the Public Hearing, Mining Officer Una, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local
Administration, Representatives of local Gram Panchayats and residents of local & nearby villages were also
present. The attendance sheet of participants in the public hearing is enclosed as Annexure-1.

First of all, Er. Praveen Kumar,'Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una, welcomed the
Chairman, Officers/Officials of various Departments of local Administration, representative of Local
Panchayats, Project Proponent & their consultant and the Public. Thereafter he gave detailed information to
the people present regarding organization of the Bnvironmental Public Hearing and started the process of
Environmental Public Hearing with the permission of ADC Una cum Chairman of the Environment Public

Hearing.

Ther @er the Regional Officer, HPSPCB Una requested the Consultant of the Project Proponent from M/s
C,k\aﬁ igarh Pollution Testing Laboratory-EIA Division, E—126, Phase-VIIl, Ind. Area Mohali, Punjab to

the public. After the detailed description of various aspects of proposed mining lease project given by the

:}%’qv:de the detailed information of their proposed project for the extraction/collection of sand, stone & bajri
PR
A
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consultant to the public, the Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board Una asked the people
present in the Environment Public Hearing to express their views, comments, suggestion and objections on
the proposed mining project, without any fear and pressure from any corner.

Videography of the Public hearing was also conducted. Accordingly, the proceeding of the Environmental
Public Hearing was recorded and the same is reproduced hereunder:

S. | Name and | Issues raised/Suggestions submitted Reply of Issues raised/ Suggestions
No. | Address , submitted
1. | Sh. Balwant | He said’ that the proposed project falls in | The Consultant of the project
Singh, Village | Moza Thakran, and therefore, the venue | proponent replied that the venue site
Thakran, Te!]sil of the pub!ic hea.ring should have been in suitability is decided by the Pollution
Haroli,  Distt. | Thakran village instead qT the Pan'c.hayat Control Board and local administration
Una (HP) Bhavan in Palkwah, so that the maximum N .
number of people from Thakran village preferably at the site and nearby
could have participated. He asked if it depending on various weather/ climate
would be possible to conduct a second | conditions, such as flooding, rain,
public hearing of this project in Thakran | accessibility, —approach road and
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village.

He also stated that continuous mining
activities in this region are destabilizing
the local geology, as the village is situated
on top of a small hill, the base of which is
being continuously excavated due to
mining. These activities are causing harm
to local residents, wildlife, and the forest.
The air quality is deteriorating day by day
due to such activities, adversely affecting
the heaith of the local population. The
area has also become prone to road
accidents because of the heavy vehicle
movement related to the project.

He further argued that if the aim of such a
project is to improve the financial well-
being of the local community, there are
many other non-polluting industrial
activities, such as plantation and
horticulture, = which can, serve . both
purposes—providing employment while
maintaining a clean environment.

He, along with other local residents,
opposes this project. He also submitted a
written representation to the worthy
Chairman of this public hearing.

suitable for public gathering.

’ ":%gmgh,
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_S(\e,\ Ranjeet
Village
Thakran, Tehsil
Haroli, ° Distt.

Una (HP)

He said that his house and farmland is
only 200 meters away from the project
site, an4 the project will adversely affect
the cro;;s on his land. He also alleged that
the mining rights have been wrongfully
allotted to the project proponent, as the
land is actually Shamlat Deh land. He
further stated that the project falls within
a cluster area.

The consultant of the project
proponent replied that the mining lease
is less than 5 hectares and generally
falls under the B2 category, which is
exempt from conducting a public
hearing. He further explained that it is
only because of the formation of a
cluster—since there is  another
mining/crusher activity within 500
meters of this project—that it falls
under the B1 category, and therefore, a

public hearing is required to be
conducted.

Sh. Amir Chand,
Village
Palkwah, Tehsil
Haroli, Distt.
Una (HP)

He said that tractors used for the
transportation of mining material should
travel only on the pre-identified routes,
Often, they move randomly through the
open private land of local residents.

Sh.  Ravinder
Kumar, Village

Palkwah, Tehsil

He asked how many local residents would
be employed through this project and how
many would actually benefit from it.

The consultant of the project
proponent replied that the project
requires _about 90 people for direct
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employment, and most of them will be
hired from the local population. In
addition, local tractors and trolleys will
be hired for the transportation of
materials. The project will also
generate indirect employment
opportunities for locals, such as Tea
stalls, Dhabas, and vehicle repair and
maintenance shops, among others.

He asked whether the environmental
rules, regulations, and provisions stated
by the consultant apply only to this
project or to all projects in the area in
general. He pointed out that other mining
and crusher projects operating in this
region are not following these rules and
are causing noise pollution, air pollution,
overloading of vehicles, and unauthorized

use of local village roads for raw material
transportation. ‘ X

He further stated that the village is located
near the project site and is already
suffering from the imp‘act of ‘existing
crusher units in the area. Wildlife, due to
the destruction of their natural habitats, is
being forced into farm lands and
destroying crops. Our village is situated
on a small hilltop, and all around this hill,
mining and crushing activities are
weakening the base of the hill. All local
residents will submit written complaints
and objections regarding this project.

He also mentioned that although 90
percent local employment has been
assured in the proposed project, there is
doubt about whether this level of
employment has been implemented in
existing projects in the area.

The consultant of the project
proponent replied that these rules and
EIA  guidelines are  generally
applicable to all such projects to
safeguard the environment. He stated
that transport vehicles will operate in a
staggered manner, and movement
during peak hours will be avoided. The
project will use 1.3 km of its private
kacha road for access to the mining
area, and any public roads used for

| transportation ~ will be  properly

maintained by the project proponent.
Water sprinkling will be implemented
for dust suppression, and, there will be
no overloading of vehicles.

He also mentioned that mining
activities will be carried out in
accordance with rules and regulations,
without harming the natural habitat of
wild animals.

Regarding local employment, he said
that the provision of 90% employment
for local residents exists, and the Labor
Department, Government of Himachal
Pradesh, will ensure its
implementation.

The worthy Chairman also stated that
if there is any violation of rules
regarding local employment in a
particular crusher unit, residents may
submit a written complaint to the
mining officer, and officials from the
department will inspect the unit.

Haroli, Distt.
Una (HP)
5. Sh. Bayant
Singh, Local
resident, Tehsil
Harolj, Distt.
Una (HP)
<
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6. | Sh. Balbir
Singh, Village
Thakran, Tehsil
Haroli, Distt.
Una (HP)

[}
He said that all the residents of village
Thakran have come to lodge a protest
against this project. They are submitting a
written complaint and representation
signed by all the residents of the village.
He also asked if it would be possible to
conduct a second public hearing in village

The worthy Chairman assured that
your concerns regarding the project
have been noted, and the written
complaint has been taken on record.
He stated that anyone may submit any
type of representation regarding the
project personally to his office even
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Thakran regarding this project so that
more people from the village can
participate and express their protest.

after the completion of today’s public
hearing. All concerns and
representations will be forwafd.ed as
submitted to the higher authorities, in
accordance with the procedure of the
public hearing.

7. | Sh. Dhruv | He stated that construction raw materials | The consultant of the project
Singh, Village | are required for building houses and other | proponent replied that t_hey will
Palkwah, Tehsil | developinent projects. Therefore, we | provide assistance in all possible ways.
Haroli,  Distt. | support this project, provided that the
Una (HP) concerns of local residents regarding

pollution and local el"nployment are
properly addressed. He also mentioned
that the project proponent should assist in
providing construction materials for the
development of temples, Shamshan
Ghats, and other community projects.

8. | Sh. Amreek | He stated that while everyone desires
Singh, Village | pucca houses and pucca roads, opposing
Palkwah, Tehsil | crushing activity seems contradictory. He
Haroli,  Distt. | emphasized that issues such as pollution
Una (HP) control,  local = employment,  and

availability of construction material raised
by the locals must be addressed, and he
expressed his support for ' the project,
provided these concerns are met. He also
stressed that there should be no harm or
damage of any kind to the local people.

g. S\la(\e,\ Joginder | He stated that there are very few projects

o cp\(\(( aal, Village | established in rural areas. Every project
Q\\‘S \(\Qj Palakwabh, has its “pros and cons. If a project is
3\99,'&\3('6\ " | Tehsil - Haroli, | implemented according to government
pbﬁ Q\s\i\c‘ Distt. Una (HP) | norms and the concerns related to it are
oo addressed, then there i no harm in
establishing such projects. These projects
provide benefits and employment to the
local population, but at the same time, the
concerns of those opposing the project
must also be addressed. The problems of
local people should be addressed by the

_project proponent.

10 | Sh. Sumit | He stated that if the project proponent
Sharma, Village | carries out mining and crusher activities
Palkwah, Tehsil | in  accordance  with  government
Haroli,  Distt. | guidelines, then we have no objection.

Una (HP) However, if the rules and regulations are
not followed, then we object to the
project.

11 | Sh. Balwant | He stated that the local residents and ward | The Panchayat Pradhan of that time
Singh,  Village | members of the Panchayat had objected to | informed the public that the project
Thakran, Tehsil | the project in its initial phase when it was | had been presented before the Gram
Haroli,  Distt. | present¢d before the Panchayat. He Panchayat in the Gram Sabha and
Una (HP) questioned how the Panchayat NOC was

discussed. Many people initially raised
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issued for this project, a5 the residents | objections, and the Panchayat NOC
g were kept in the dark about the issuance | was issued only after the grievances
of the Panchayat NOC. were heard and addressed at the
concerned B.D.O. level.

The details of the complaint/objection letters received during the proceedings of the public hearing are as
follows:

1. Residents of Ward No.9, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Representation regarding
objections in the public hearing related to Maa Pitambara Stone Crusher. Copy of letter also have
signatures of villagers, attached as Annexure-2.
2. Residents of village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Copy of letter is attached as
Annexure-3.
3. Sh. Rajender Singh, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Copy of letter is attached as
Annexure-4.
4. Sh. Makhan Singh, S/o Wishan Singh, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Copy of
letter is attached as Annexure-5.
5. Sh. Darshan Singh, S/o Meet Singh, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)— Copy of letter
is attached as Annexure-6. s .
6. Sh. Ranjeet Singh, S/o Hukam Singh, Ward No.9, village, Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)—
Copy of letter is attached as Annexure-7.
7. Sh. Inderjeet Singh, S/o Surinder Singh, Ward No.9, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una
(HP)- Copy of letter is attached as Annexure-8.

8. Sh. Sarvjot Singh, S/o Sanjeev Singh, Ward No.9, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)—
Copy of letter is attached as Annexure-9.

9. Sh. Balvir Singh, S/o Daulat Ram, Ward No.9, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)—
Copy of letter is attached as Annexure-10. 2

10. Sh. Baljeet Singh, S/o Piara Singh, Ward No.9, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)-
Copy of letter is attached as Annexure-11.

11. Sh. Balwinder Singh, S/o Jeet Singh, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Copy of letter
is attached as Annexure-12.

12. Sh. Surjeet Singh, S/o Satnam Singh, village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)— Copy of letter
is attached as Annexure-13.

13. Sh. Kulwinder Singh s/o Amrik Singh, Ward No.9, Village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)-
Representation received through e-mail and copy is attached as Annexure-14.

14. Sh. Mohit Aujla,Village Thakran, Tehsil Haroli, Distt. Una (HP)- Representation received through
e-mail and copy is attached as Annexure-15.

i
In the end, Er. Praveen Kumar, Regional Officer, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board,
Una thanked the Chairman and all other participants for participating in this environmental public
hearing.

Additio
Una, DistrilYlaheirg Pal Gurjar
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Una, Distt. Una (HP)
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